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WAKONDA NEWS  
 

Tom’s Tidbit’s… 
 

Anticipation and hope or fear and dread, those can be the emotions that we feel as we 
approach any change. After dealing with a tough winter we look forward to spring 
with the hope of warmer weather. Yet, there is fear of flooding and of the sloppy 
conditions. Spring brings change that we hope for yet we fear. Now that a senior 
minster has been called and a date set for his arrival there is much anticipation yet 
there will be change that can be seen as threatening. He will have his own style and he 
will call you to new challenges and work to be done. While you won’t have to learn a 
new name he and his wife will have to learn about you. I’m sure you will welcome 
them with the kind of grace and love that you have shown me. I know too, that you 
will do a good job of showing him around and telling him how things have been done. 
He will want to know about this church and the work for the Lord you have done. Just 
as you welcome a new family member into your life be open in sharing all of who you 
are. Yes, there will be a honeymoon when everything seems perfect, but don’t we all 
know that the real test of marriage comes when you know the other’s faults and still 
love them.  
 

In this season of Lent we look at the journey that Jesus and the disciples took to what 
would await them in Jerusalem. The disciples looked forward to that time thinking 
that Jesus would ‘roll in’ and take over as king. Jesus tried to tell them that there 
would be trouble and that things would look very dark before it got better, but it was 
hard for the disciples to see that. They believed that if they followed God, He would 
protect them from any problems or difficulties. Jesus knew that God’s will included 
times that would be difficult because that is often when we learn the most. He also 
knew that in the toughest of times we seek God the most.  So as we face the 
challenges of life we can find God with us the most. Don’t be afraid of those times; 
see them instead, as times to grow deeper in your relationship with God.  
   
What will the challenges that this congregation will face? Certainly the challenge that 
all churches face, how to be an effective voice for Christ in a culture that seems to 
care less and less about the place of the church. Yet we live in a time when people are 
hungry for what the church can offer, a  true community of caring, a sense that God is 
real and cares about us and that there is a greater power that is in ultimate control. 
How will the church respond in tough times? Will we worry and fret? I once knew a 
woman who said the key was to worry about the right things because the things she 
worried about never happened. But worry is often wasted energy that never 
accomplishes anything. Instead we need to remember how God has always been with 
faithful people in tough times. Often the church grows stronger when it is not easily 
successful. It is when we face tough times that we must rely on God and God’s 
guidance. 
   
 Sometimes when we look back to times that were tough we can laugh about them. I 
heard a fellow talking the other day about how tough things were when he was young. 
He said, “When I was a kid our bathroom caught fire. But we were lucky, it didn’t 
reach the house.” He went on to say that his hometown was so small that they didn’t 
have gossip because it would have had to be either about the person who was telling it 
or the one who was listening. 

Love ya, 
    Tom (T2)     
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 Chi Rho Annual Garage Sale 

Lion’s Club Pancake Breakfast 
Saturday, March 27th 

  

Is your house bursting at the seams?  Is it time to 
Spring clean and get rid of some of your stuff?  Well, 
the Chi Rho Youth group will be holding their annual 
garage sale on Saturday, March 27.  And we need 
your stuff to help make our garage sale a 
successful fund raiser for our Chi Rho youth.    
   
If you have ANYTHING you’d like to donate, you 
can bring it to the church starting Sunday, March 7.  If 
you have large items that need to be picked up, you 
can call the church (285-8394), and we’ll schedule a 
time to come and get it. 
 

Come for the pancakes – stay for the bargains! 
 

P.S.  We’ll also need some volunteers to help with 
several tasks, such as:  large item pick up; cashiers, 
setting up, tearing down, making signs and placing 
them, etc.  Please contact Joe or Mackenzie Harvey if 
you can help. 
 

A book has been placed in the library by a caregivers 
association, Home Instead Senior Care, entitled 
"Stages of Senior Care". Some of the topics its covers 
are," Plan early and look beyond today, adult children 
take note, aging in place, signs that family care is 
needed, medical and non medical care at home, finding 
the appropriate facility, advice on parent - child 
conflicts and components of geriatric syndromes." 

�

“150 Ways to Show Kids You Care” 
�
147 – Be spontaneous 
148 – Expect their best; don’t expect perfection 
149 – Empower them to help and be themselves 
150 – Love them, no matter what 
 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 
Are you looking for a way to get more involved in the 
community?  Each month the Des Moines Area 
Religious Council seeks volunteers to participate in 
Sack Saturdays.  Participants are asked to commit two 
hours to greeting shoppers at local grocery stores and 
encouraging either their purchase of sacks of food 
items costing $5.00, individual items of food (such as 
peanut butter, cereal, pasta, soups) or cash.  The food 
items collected are used to supply local food pantries 
in the Des Moines metro area.  Money collected is 
used to purchase additional food items.  This is an 
ideal opportunity for church, business or civic groups 
to work together to help meet a need in our 
community.  To sign up for a Sack Saturday, contact 
Cindy Morton at 277-6969 or 238-4593. 
 

Board/Cabinet Meeting Minutes 
 

For over a year, the practice of inserting board and 
cabinet meeting minutes in every newsletter has been 
halted. Since that time, copies of those minutes have 
been placed on the information desk in the narthex 
for anyone to have that would like one. 
 

The decision to stop publishing the minutes in each 
newsletter was made to save money. Annually, we 
were printing approximately 18,000 pages of 
meeting minutes.  It has been made known that there 
are some members that would like to have more 
ready access to meeting minutes, so there will now 
be two methods available. 1) Copies will still be 
available in the narthex, as always. 
2) Anyone wishing to receive copies via e mail can 
do so, by contacting Kris Fitzgerald. 
Send Kris an e mail krisfitzgerald@wakondacc.com 
and you will be put on the mailing list. 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 

Computers Needed! 
 

If you haven't yet seen our newly updated 
classrooms on the lower-level, check it out!  Our 
kids now have access to a beautiful new Children's 
Library, Arts and Crafts Room, Activity Room, and 
Computer Lab!  Every Sunday morning, you'll find 
tons of little hands and minds actively learning about 
Jesus!  We're so thankful for the computers that were 
donated to us 2 years ago, but we need more!  (Now 
that's the kind of problem we LOVE to have!)  Every 
Sunday, we have kids waiting in line to use the Bible 
software.  Here's the other challenge...we need 
computers that have enough "juice" to run the 
games.  If you have any connections, either 
personally or through your business, that might 
be looking for a great place to donate computers, 
please let Lisa know!  Thank you!!  
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Notes of Thanks 
 

We would like to express our appreciation to those of 
you who helped contribute in some way to the 
success of the CYF Valentine’s Dinner.  We hope that 
everyone who attended enjoyed their evening of 
“fine” dining and entertainment.  The monies raised 
will go toward a mission trip which is being planned 
for this summer. 
 

Thank you once again for supporting CYF and giving 
us the opportunity to further the mission of Christ.  
We are blessed beyond words! 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
CYF 

Prayer Concerns 
 

Please remember the following in your prayers and 
with cards, calls, and other acts of Christian caring. 
 

Dave Backstrom’s mother, Donna – In the hospital 
Jeff Campbell’s father, Jack – Consulting with 
doctors regarding his heart 
Sherry Campbell’s mother, Enid Brookhart – 
Having tests done 
Amanda Carrel’s grandmother, Ellen Walden – 
Diagnosed with skin cancer 
Corrine Johnson - in hospital very sick with 
pneumonia 
Mark Jump  – Continues in consultation and 
treatment with the heart clinic at University 
regarding challenges with his transplanted heart 
Laurie Kolstead’s friend, Steve Darling – 
Diagnosed with terminal cancer 
Sandy Mickesh’s sister-in-law, Julie Mullenberg –  
Has ovarian & abdomen cancer which is spreading 
Has been approved for a special cancer treatment, 
which has an insurance co-pay of $500+ per week 
Bob Millican  – Diagnosed with cancer in his lung, 
home recovering from surgery 
Pete Piscitello’s brother, Tony –  
Struck by lightning in August 2009, is in the hospital 
in Florida. Insurance company has ended his 
coverage, paying for medical care out of life savings. 
Donations can be given at www. tonypiscitello.com 
Betsy Powell – In treatment for bone cancer 
Dianne Reckling’s mother – Breast cancer 
Nancy Renda’s friend, Laurie Quijano – At home 
while continuing in rehab 
Pete Renda’s friend, Shelby Torano – In recovery 
following a traffic accident in Florida 
Carol Seid’s father – In recovery at home after being 
in the hospital with a heart condition  
Ray Townsend’s brother Rob, entered Life Eternal 
on February 22nd 
Marge Wallace – In treatment for bone marrow 
cancer 

�

 

An Opportunity for Baptism 
 

  This Easter, April 4, Pastor Tom will be conducting 
baptismal services during both worship services. 
There may be some in the congregation that would 
like to be baptized. This would be an excellent time to 
do this. If you have an interest please contact Pastor 
Tom. 

�
 

Our “Mom’s” Success Story 
 

On Friday March 12th at 7 p.m. at Hoyt Sherman 
Place Deana Phagen will receive her Associates 
degree in Science from Kaplan University.  
 

In October 2007 we secured an apartment for Deana 
and her 2 children. With furnishing from the Free 
Store we moved them into the Centennial Place 
Apartments in Altoona. We paid $438 on her rent 
through October 2008. She was responsible for $167 
on her rent. After that time she moved into a home 
and became self sustaining.  
 

At Christmas 2007 we gave the children toys which 
they requested and a bicycle.  
 

Deana was employed by All Lawn Service while 
attending college.  
 

This is truly a success story for our Mom’s Ministry. 
Let us send her congratulations for her achievements 
to 1850 E. Walnut, DSM IA 50312 
 

Epilepsy Foundation Information 
&  Donation Booth 

 

 Saturday March 20th from 11am – 2pm at the Dahl’s 
Foods at 3425 Ingersoll and 8700 Hickman you can 
support those seeking to raise money for the 1st Annual 
Walk for Epilepsy. The walk will be August 28th at Merle 
Hay Mall. 
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WAKONDA CHRISTIAN CHURCH  

Spring Plant Sale  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

7 
 
8:30 a.m.  
Worship 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship 
6:00 p.m. 
Play Rehearsal 

8 
   
5:30 p.m. 
Aerobics 
6:00 p.m. 
Literacy 
Center 
10:30 p.m.  AA 

9 
 
5:30 p.m. 
 Aerobics 
10:30 p.m.  AA 

10 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday’s @ 
Wakonda 
10:30 p.m. AA 
  
 
 
 

11 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Silver Crowns 
5:30 p.m. - Aerobics 
6:00 p.m. –  
T.O.P.S. 
7:00 p.m. – NA 
Total Praise  
10:30 p.m. – AA     

12 
 
10:30 p.m. - AA 

13 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Aerobics 
 

14 
  Reset those 
    Clocks… 
   SPRING 
   AHEAD!! 
 

8:30 a.m.  
Worship 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship 
6:00 p.m. 
Play Rehearsal 

15 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Aerobics 
10:30 p.m.  AA  

16 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Aerobics 
10:30 p.m.  AA 
 

17 

 
6:45 p.m. 
Health Ministry  
Cmt. Meeting 
10:30 p.m. AA 
 

18 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Silver Crowns 
5:30 p.m. - Aerobics 
6:00 p.m. –  
T.O.P.S. 
7:00 p.m. – NA 
Total Praise  
10:30 p.m. – AA    
  

 19 
 
10:30 p.m.  - AA 
 

20 
     Spring   
     Begins!! 
 

 
9:30 a.m. 
Aerobics 
 

21 
 
8:30 a.m.  
Worship 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship 
6:00 p.m. 
Play Rehearsal 

22 
   
5:30 p.m. 
Aerobics 
6:00 p.m. 
Literacy 
Center 
10:30 p.m.  AA 

23 
 
5:30 p.m. 
 Aerobics 
10:30 p.m.  AA 

24 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday’s @ 
Wakonda 
7:00 p.m. 
Tom Webster 
Reception 
8:00 p.m. 
Board Meeting 
10:30 p.m. AA 
  

25 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Silver Crowns 
5:30 p.m. - Aerobics 
6:00 p.m. –  
T.O.P.S. 
7:00 p.m. – NA 
Total Praise  
10:30 p.m. – AA     

26 
 
10:30 p.m. - AA 

27 
 
7-11 a.m. 
Lions Club 
Pancake  
Breakfast 
7:30 – 2:00 
Chi Rho 
Garage Sale 
 

28 
   
 

8:30 a.m.  
Worship 
9:30 a.m. 
Fellowship 
9:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 
11:00 a.m.  
Worship 
6:00 p.m. 
Play Rehearsal 

29 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Aerobics 
10:30 p.m.  AA  

30 
 
5:30 p.m. 
Aerobics 
10:30 p.m.  AA 
 

31 
 
6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday’s @ 
Wakonda 
10:30 p.m. AA 
 

April 1 
 
9:30 a.m. 
Silver Crowns 
5:30 p.m. - Aerobics 
6:00 p.m. –  
T.O.P.S. 
7:00 p.m. – NA 
Total Praise  
10:30 p.m. – AA    
  

 2 
 
10:30 p.m.  - AA 
 

3 
     
9:30 a.m. 
Aerobics 
 

BLOOD DRIVE COMING 
MAY 10, 2010 

SAVE THE DATE  
 



             6             .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Wakonda Christian Chur ch  
3938 Fleur Dr. 
Des Moines, IA  50321-2121  

 

 

 
NonProfit.org 
U.S. Postage 
PAID 
Des Moines, IA 
PERMIT NO. 2733 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED   

Interim Senior Minister – Tom Felts 
Associate Minister of Christian Education – Gene Kelsey 
Associate Minister of Music & Youth – Lisa Kelsey 
Organist – Larry Conn 
Secretary – Kris Fitzgerald 
 

 

 

 


